Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ANKARA 00168 080942Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 
SSO-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSC-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 OMB-01 ACDA-07 MC-02 TRSE-00 
/072 W 

080945Z 112839/12 

O R 080920Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6044 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ANKARA 0168 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, TU, GR, IS 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE TURKISH PURCHASES OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT FROM 
ISRAEL 

REE: (A) ANKARA 0164 (NOTAL), (B) ATHENS 0183 (NOTAL), 

(C) STATE 3123 (NOTAL) 

1. BOTH CONSERVATIVE DAILY "TERCUMAN" AND LEFTIST DAILY "CUMHURIYET " 
JAN 8 ON INSIDE PAGES REPORT DENIAL BY DEFENSE MINISTER FERIT 

MELEN THAT TURKEY HAS PURCHASED WEAPONS FROM ISRAEL. PRESS 
REPORTS 

QUOTE STATEMENT BY MELEN TO ASSOCIATED PRESS THAT "THE 
CLAIM IS COMPLETELY GROUNDLESS. IN NO WAY HAS EQUIPMENT BEEN 
PURCHASED FROM ISRAEL." INADDITION, PRESS REPORTS HERE CARRY DENIAL 
BY GREEK DEFMIN AVEROFE THAT GOG HAS PURCHASED MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT FROM ISRAEL. LASTLY, ARTICLES QUOTE ISRAELI DEFENSE 
MINISTRY SPOKESMAN AS SAYING THAT HIS MINISTRY HAD NO COMMENT 
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ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. "CUMHURIYET" ARTICLE CARRIES ADDITIONAL STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO 
DEFMIN MELEN THAT "WE (TURKEY) BUY ARMS THROUGH INTERNATIONAL 
DEALERS" BUT "WE HAVE NOT BOUGHT ARMS OR ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 
FROM ISRAEL." REFERRING TO MHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR STORY AND 
AVEROFF DENIAL, "CUMHURIYET" ACCOUNT ALSO NOTES THAT AN 
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AMERICAN GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN (NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED) HAD NO 
COMMENT ON THE MATTER. 
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